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The American Council on Education has re- HEW Appropriation "Rider" 
quested the privilege of presenting testimony Blow to Contract Research 


before the Senate Subcommittee on Appropriations 

in opposition to a legislative "rider" attached by the House to the appropri- 
ation bill for the Departments of Labor and Health, Education, and Welfare, 
which would prohibit the payment of more than 15 percent overhead to recipi- 
ents of grants for the conduct of research projects. 

Adoption of this rider by the House came at the same time it rejected 
a recommendation from the Public Health Service of HEW that it be permitted 
to raise its overhead rate on medical research contracts and grants from 15 
to 25 percent. Denial of this request for increase from the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare is in itself a serious setback to efforts to 
put all government contracts with colleges and universities on a more equit- 
able basis, but the rider, if approved by the Senate and enacted into law, 
would apply to all activities in HEW and might negate some of the progress 
that has been made on this issue in other government departments. If added 
to other appropriation bills, it would provide a formidable block to progress 
in the whole area of contract research. 

The rider included in the Labor, HEW Appropriations Bill (HR 6287) is 
as follows: "Section 209. None of the funds provided herein shall be used 
to pay any recipient of a grant for the conduct of a research project an 
amount for indirect expenses in connection with such program in excess of 
15 per centum of the direct costs." 

The House Appropriations Committee report observed that the group "does 
not doubt that most medical schools need some additional financial assistance, 
however, funds appropriated to the National Institutes of Health are not for 
the purpose of general assistance to medical schools, and the Committee was 
not convinced that the research program for which these funds are appropriated 
would suffer by maintaining the current policies in regard to overhead allow- 
ances, or that the maintenance of this policy would be unfair to the institu- 
tions that request these research grants." 

Government testimony on appropriations for HEW is being heard by the 
Senate Subcommittee this week. It is expected that witnesses from the public 
will be heard early in May. Members of the Subcommittee are 


Lister Hill, Alabama, Chairman Joseph R. McCarthy, Wisconsin 
Dennis Chavez, New Mexico 5 Margaret Chase Smith, Maine 
Richard B. Russell, Georgia Henry Dvorshak, Idaho 

Warren G. Magnuson, Washington Charles E. Potter, Michigan 
John Stennis, Mississippi Carl Hayden, Arizona ex officio 
John 0. Pastore, Rhode Island Styles Bridges, New Hampshire 


Edward J. Thye, Minnesota ex officio 
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OSIR Attempts to Reduce One of the problems of higher education to which 
Number of Questionnaires the Council's Office of Statistical Information 


More Opposition Expressed Opposition to HR 2409 to authorize tne Judge 
To Federal Degree Granting Advocate General's School to award advanced 


and Research is giving attention is the plague of 

questionnaires. Not only are there many of these questionnaires, but it is reporte 
that frequently similar (but not identical) data are requested, and that, as a 
consequence, the same basic data must be computed and reported in a variety of ways, 

0.5.I.R. recently requested fifteen colleges and universities to act as 
listening posts and to report to 0.S.I.R. the originator and title of each questig, 
naire received. 0.S.I.R. then requests a copy from the originator. In this way 
questionnaires will be located, assembled in one place, and analyzed. 

The long-range objective is to reduce the volume of questionnaires. More 
immediate steps involve analyses of the types of data most frequently requested, 
and a determination of the principal sources from which requests originate. 
Eventually it should be possible to tell the potential originator whether the 
data have already been collected in useable form and thus reduce the number, or 
size, or both, of questionnaires. In other instances the developer of a question- 
naire may be asked to add something to fill a gap in needed information, in lieu 
of still another questionnaire. 

Although listening posts are reporting, other institutions should feel free 
to report to 0.S.I.R. any questionnaires which come to their attention. 


degrees, and to HR 3516 to authorize the Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research to award graduate degrees, has been expressed to 
the House Committee on Armed Services by several educational organizations in 
recent weeks. (For background, see this Bulletin, Volume VI, No. 8). Copies 
of letters and telegrams received in the Council office include the following: 


From President Norman P. Auburn of the University of Akron, secretary- 
treasurer of the Association of Urban Universities: 


"The Executive Committee of the Association of Urban 
Universities has instructed me to express its opposition to 
HR 2409, to authorize the Judge Advocate General's School to 
award advanced degrees; and to HR 3516, to authorize the Walter 
Reed Army Institute of Research to award graduate degrees. 


"This Association's Executive Committee does not believe 
that any federal agency should be empowered to grant graduate 
degrees for any educational progran. 


“The Association oft Urban Universities is keenly interested 
in this legislation because many of its member institutions have 
schools of medicine, dentistry and law." 
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